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Frequently Asked Questions
Why should I book my block party through the City of Selkirk Block Party Program?
The City of Selkikrk will provide every applicant with a helpful Block Party Guide full of tips and
tools and other useful information (FAQ’s, invitations, checklists).
How do I accommodate those on my street who do not want to participate in the block party?
Make sure that everyone has clear access to their property during the event. Also, be courteous
with the noise level and remember that loud amplification of music is prohibited.
Where can I host a block party?
We recommend that you host your block party in a public space as it increases shared responsibility
of the event. If your block party is going to be held on public land, special consideration is required
through the City of Selkirk. Other locations for hosting a block party can include a backyard, garage
or a common area of a condominium complex.
Will the City of Selkirk advertise or promote my block party?
No. You are responsible for the advertising and promotion of your block party. However, the City
will provide you with an invitation template.
Does the City provide and deliver barricades so that I can close off the area for the party?
Yes. Barricades are available through CRGT (Culture, Recreation & Green Transportation) Dept. and
are included in the Activity Kit. The kit and barricades are to be returned to CRGT the next business
day.
I want my block party to be the talk of the city. What restrictions should I be aware of?
Special consideration by the City of Selkirk will be given to block party events that include the use
of bouncers, jolly jumpers, slides, petting zoos, etc. on public property. Contact CRGT at 204-7854950. In accordance with City of Selkirk By-laws, fires, fireworks, and alcohol, are not permitted on
public streets.

Reminders — Residents Should:
• Observe security precautions by keeping doors locked and equipment in sight.
• Be courteous; loud amplification of music is prohibited.
• Remember when setting up tables and chairs that emergency vehicles must have access.
• Post signs the day before the event to remind people to remove their cars if the street is being used.
• Remember that alcohol is not permitted on city streets or in public parks.
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Planning Your Block Party:
1. How Big to Make It:
Start off with a smaller event rather than a large one. It can always grow, but hard to shrink. In
selecting who to invite, use natural neighbourhood boundaries where possible (i.e. end of block). If
you are planning a street or cul-de-sac party, you need to invite everyone from that area.
Decide early and make it clear in your flyer/invite if this will be a block party restricted to those on
the street/block or whether people can invite friends/relatives (if yes, how many).

2. Getting Started:
The idea of a neighbourhood block party is to bring neighbours together, so the first step is to
create an organizing committee.
You may want to send out a flyer to explain what a block party is, encourage attendance, and get
opinions on how to handle the food, possible dates and items to have at the event (see
questionnaire).
Enlist as many neighbours as you can to help out. One person can type the flyer; someone
else can deliver and collect them. Perhaps local youth can drop the flyers in mailboxes.
Include as many interested people as possible in planning and organizing your event.

3. Getting the Word Out:
Keep neighbours informed. Here are some ideas:
•

Flyers can be used with a request to drop back their suggestions for the event in your mailbox.

•

Have organizing committee members drop off flyers one day and collect them on another.

•

Information can be gathered from your neighbours by going door-to-door. This adds a
personal touch and people will often offer to help. This is also an opportunity to collect
signatures if you intend to close off any part of your street.

•

A casual approach can be used to inform or remind neighbours of the event as you see them
out mowing their lawns or gardening.

•

Residents can be called on the phone. If you don’t know your neighbour’s phone number, a reverse
directory telephone book can be used, which is available at the library or on the Internet.

•

To reach neighbours in townhouses, apartments and/or condos it is best to approach the
manager. They will let you know how to get in touch with the residents.

•

Once a date has been determined, put up signage at the entry to your crescent, street
or cul-de-sac prior to, and on the day of, the block party.
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4. Types of Block Parties:
Your organizing committee can determine which type of block party will work best in your
neighbourhood;
•

Barbeque – organizers purchase all that is needed and neighbours provide money
or everyone brings his/her own meat.

•

Picnic – everyone brings their own meal.

•

Potluck – everyone brings one dish. Even # houses could bring dessert; odd # houses
could bring salads or main dish.

•

Catered – everyone shares the cost and the food is purchased.

Try not to go overboard; it can make people feel the event is too much work. Keep it simple!

5. Location:
If at all possible, use a common public space. This will increase the likelihood of shared
responsibility for the event. Safety for all participants needs to be an important factor when
determining location.
NOTE: If you intend to use the street in any way, City permission is required through the
application process and the street must be officially blocked off.

6. City of Selkirk Permission for Blocking Street:

CRGT will ensure:

Only local (residential) roadways will be permitted
for a block party closure. The block party organizer
must submit a Block Party Application Form to the
CRGT (Culture, Recreation & Green Transportation)
Office at least 14 business days prior to the block
party date. The form includes:

•

Sufficient number of barricades, recycling,
road closure signage and activities for party
organizers.

•

Activity Kit is available for use.

•

Emergency personnel (Selkirk Fire Department,
By-law Enforcement and RCMP) is notified of
the block party should they require access to
the street.

•

Block party date, time and possible rain out
date.

•

The applicants full name, address and contact
information.

•

Exact location of where barricades are to be
placed.

•

Permission from at least 75% of the
neighbours who are affected by the street
closure.
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If you have any questions regarding the application
process, contact:
City of Selkirk, Culture, Recreation and Green
Transportation (CRGT) Department
630 Sophia Street Selkirk, MB
Phone: 204-785-4950 / Fax: 204-785-2331
Email: info@cityofselkirk.com

-5-

city of selkirk • block party Planning Guide
— pLANNING YOUR PARTY
Planning Your Block Party: (con’t)
7. Timing to Get the Block Party Planned:
•

For a first time block party, distribute the first flyer requesting feedback 4 to 5 weeks
before the event. Adjustments may need to be made if a neighbour already has an
event of their own planned.

•

Once the planning group has looked at all the suggestions, the final flyer with date,
time, location and what to bring should go out 3 weeks before the block party event.

•

May to the end of September is a good time for a block party.

•

A weekend date or holiday is often preferable for the event.

•

Have an alternative, rain out date planned, just in case.

•

Keep in mind those who live in the neighbourhood when setting the hours for the block party.
If young children or seniors are living near the party area, plan to finish by 9:00 p.m.

8. Role of the Organizers:
•

Make planning decisions prior to the event.

•

Act as greeters at the block party.

•

Introduce new neighbours and help them make connections.

•

Make sure the clean-up is done. You may wish to inspire clean-up by rewarding
the neighbourhood children with a prize for picking up the most garbage.

Top 10 Reasons to Host a Block Party
1.

To have fun, with no excuses or reasons needed to celebrate!

2.

To meet your neighbours. Knowing who lives in your neighbourhood will help improve safety
and prevent crime.

3.

To establish a sense of belonging to the community.

4.

Neighbours who know each other, look out for one another.

5.

To meet neighbours who you might want to exchange skills or resources with (i.e. baby-sitting co-op,
book club, walking to school duties, new friendships, personal networking).

6.

To encourage neighbours to look after the neighbourhood and strengthen community spirit.

7.

To learn a little about each other and determine who may need a little extra help from time to time.

8.

To have the chance to meet some of the long-time neighbourhood residents and learn more about
your community.

9.

To plan other projects in your neighbourhood (i.e.: clean-up day; community yard sale).

10. To start a tradition of getting together at least once a year.

-5-

-6-

city of selkirk • block party Planning Guide
— pLANNING YOUR PARTY

9. Set-Up
It’s a good idea to have a sign-up sheet with the names of everyone who attends the party
and everyone you contacted. After all, the idea of a block party is to connect neighbours.
This is a great resource for next year, as it can help develop a contact list for the
neighbourhood. Some other suggestions that may be helpful are:
•

Nametags for all guests are important.

•

Decide what you want your neighbours to write on their nametag (i.e.) first and last names,
house numbers, etc.

•

Line up tables for the food and have several garbage and recycling containers available.
Decide who will coordinate or if everyone will bring his or her own tables and chairs, plates,
cutlery and cups, and beverages.

•

If using barbeques, who will bring them?

•

Institute a bathroom policy: everyone to use his or her own; so home security is maintained.

•

Decide if pets are allowed.

•

Provide residents with an evaluation at the end of the block party to collect any new ideas
for the next year.

10. Activities During the Block Party
What should we do during the block party?
•

Visit and eat.

•

Take time to introduce one another and point to one’s house.
This can be done in a game format.

•

Use the Activities Kit from the City of Selkirk to plan games and activities.
Some examples:

• Parachute		
• Giant Soccer		
• Volleyball
• Hula Hoops		
• Bean Bag Toss
• Sidewalk Chalking • Bingo
• Volleyball		
• Invite the local crime prevention group to set up a display
• Encourage the talent of your neighbourhood to come forward – you may be living next
to a musician, artist, magician, singer, dancer, radio host or prize-winning cook!

•

Bulletin board/sign-up sheets for special interests (i.e.) babysitters (needed/offered), interest in
walking group, book club, perennial exchange, community garden, garage sales).

•

Be sure to encourage intergenerational participation. For example, have youth leading games
for younger children, seniors and teens, etc. Make sure that people with disabilities can participate in activities, including their attendants (those with seeing-eye dogs or in wheelchairs).
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Block Party Questionnaire
A few neighbours have been talking and we thought it would be fun to get together and have
a “meet-on-the-street” event. This would be an opportunity to get to know one another.
To get this event underway, we would like to know what you think!!
Yes, our family would be interested in participating in the block party. Number attending:
No, will not be attending, but have no objection to blocking off the street (if needed) for this event.

What would be the best time of day and best date?
1st choice (date)					

(time)

2nd choice (date)						(time)
Your Name						Address:
Evening Phone					Day-time Phone:
A planning meeting is scheduled for
Would you be interested in helping organize the event?

Yes

No

Do you have a talent you would like to share with us?
We are asking each family to bring:
• Salad or dessert or snacks or condiments (please bring enough for 8 people)
• Hotdogs or hamburgers and buns for your family
• Beverages for your family
• Non-breakable plates, cups and cutlery for your family
• Chairs / blanket for your family to sit on
Would you be willing to bring your barbeque and help cook?

Yes

No

Committee members will be around to pick this flyer up on
Please ensure the flyer is back in your mailbox. Thank you!
If you have any questions, please contact:
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Block Party Check List
To Do List:
Put together an organizing committee.
Choose location.
Send out invitations.
Submit block party application form.
(City of Selkirk requires you to have an application submitted at least two (2) weeks prior to event).

Prepare a few icebreakers.
Plan games/activities for all ages.
Get kids and teens involved in planning and supervising.
Arrange to have tables available for food.
Decide whose/how many barbeques will be used.
Arrange to have coolers available to keep perishable food items chilled.
Gather garbage cans and recycling bins.
Decide if pets are permitted.

Day Of:
Designate areas for barbeques.
Set out a neighbourhood contact list for people to sign that can be used
for future events.
Set out a special interest sign-up sheet (babysitter’s co-op, etc.).
Clean Up:
At the end of the block party, take down any posted signage
from neighbourhood.
Ensure all trash and recycling has been picked up and cleared away.
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Organizing Committee ‘To Do’ List
responsibility

who

address & phone

Chair/Main Contact:
√ Distributes invitations.
√ Answers questions.
√ Organize planning meetings.

Activities:
√ Include games / activities / icebreakers
for all ages.
√ Pick up Activity Kit from CRGT.
√ Decide whether to offer prizes.
√ Involve kids & teens in planning & supervising.

Food:
√ Arrange tables for food, barbeques and coolers.
√ Collect money for any group food supplies
(if needed).

Permission to Use Street:
√ Submit Application Form (Schedule “A”)
and Permission to Block Street Form
(Schedule “B”) 14 days prior to Block Party
if you are using the street in any way.
(Call the CRGT Office 204-785-4950 for information.)

√ Collect signatures from 75% of neighbours.

		
Clean Up:
√ Pick up all garbage & recyclables from block
party areas.
√ Take down all signage that may have been put up.
√ Return Activity Kit with barricades and signage
to CRGT after event.
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Block Party Application Form
Schedule ‘A’
Date of Block Party:
Start Time:		
End Time:		
Possible Rain Out Date:
Block Party Organizer(s):
Name		

Address

Phone #

Email

			
Barricades will be placed at each end of block in front of
House #				and House #
House #				and House #
			
You must have permission from at least 75% of the neighbours who are affected by street closure.
Please include the completed “Permission to Block the Street” Form (Schedule “B”) with this application.
Forward your application to:
City of Selkirk
Culture, Recreation and Green Transportation Department (CRGT)
630 Sophia Street, Selkirk, MB R1A 2K1
Phone: 204-785-4950 / Fax: 204-785-2331
Email: info@cityofselkirk.com
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Permission to Block the Street
Schedule ‘B’
We agree to have 					
blocked off for a Block Party on
				
(street name)
					
									
From						to
(time)					

(date)

(time)

(signatures from 75% of homeowners on the block are required)
name

address

phone #

signature

The information provided on this form is collected by the City of Selkirk solely for the purpose
of gauging support for a block party in your area on the date indicated above.
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Block Party Event Organizer / Group Waiver and Release of Liability
Schedule ‘C’
Event Organizer/Group Name:
Block Party Location:
Event Date:
It is mandatory to have liability insurance for any event occurring on the public right of way. To obtain a quote from your
insurance agent, provide the details of the Block Party closure and include the following paragraph to explain the type and
amount of insurance required:
THE APPLICANT shall maintain, pay and provide the City with a certified true copy of a Certificate of
Insurance of a Comprehensive General Liability insurance policy in a form satisfactory to the City
Solicitor in the amount of no less than Two Million ($2,000,000.00) Dollars all-inclusive, with The City
of Selkirk being named as an additional named insured and a cross-liability clause thereon, in connection
with the work permitted to be undertaken hereunder prior to the commencement of the said work.
Deductibles to be acceptable to the City and are to be borne by THE APPLICANT. THE APPLICANT shall
maintain the policy of insurance until the total Performance of the said event.
A true copy of the certificate of insurance must be forwarded to: The City of Selkirk – 630 Sophia Street Selkirk, MB R1A
2K1. Your agent may email or fax a copy to: info@cityofselkirk.com.
ON BEHALF OF THE ABOVE EVENT/GROUP, I expressly WAIVE, RELEASE and DISCHARGE the City of Selkirk, it’s officers,
agents and employees or any other person from any and all LIABILITY for any death, disability, personal injury, property
damage, property theft or actions, including any alleged or actual negligent act or omission, regardless of whether such
act or omission is active or passive which may occur to myself or members of my organization/group or our heirs in
connection with our participation in the above-described event.
I fully understand and acknowledge that the CITY OF SELKIRK is relying on my representation that I have authorization to sign
this document and that I will provide all members of my group a completed copy of this Waiver prior to our participation.
I expressly INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS the City of Selkirk, it’s elected and appointed officers, agents and employees
from any and all liabilities or claims made by me or my organization/group, my/our heirs and any other individuals or
entities as a result of any of my/our actions in connection with my/our participation in this event except those claims
arising from the sole negligence or sole willful conduct of the City of Selkirk, its officers, employees, volunteers or other
representatives. Such indemnification includes liability settlements, damage awards, costs and attorney fees associated
with any such claims.
I hereby certify that I have read this document, understand its content and am authorized to sign this document on behalf
of all members of this event/group I represent.
Signature:							Name (print):
Title:								Address:
Date:
-11-
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Block Party Evaluation:
To help plan future block parties your feedback is appreciated.
What were the 3 best things about the block party?
1.
2.
3.

What 3 things would you recommend for the next party?
1.
2.
3.

How would you like to maintain the neighbourhood connection that was started
at the block party during the rest of the year?

Would you be willing to help with the planning of a future neighbourhood event?
Yes

No

If Yes, please leave your name and phone #
Please return all your completed forms to CRGT office at 630 Sophia Street.
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