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Mayor’s Message
With this profile, we invite you to explore the many opportunities we enjoy here in Selkirk, Manitoba. 

This is a place where you can enjoy a unique combination of advantages: A convenient location  
beside the beautiful Red River. A progressive city with a warm and welcoming hometown atmosphere.  
A past steeped in important history. A future filled with exciting new opportunities.

For these reasons and many more, we love this community. We’re confident that you will, too!

To make the most of these advantages, our city government has developed strategic plans for business 
development, land development, infrastructure renewal and recreation. We are committed to your 
success and would be happy to discuss how your dreams can come true in Selkirk.

Mayor Larry Johannson
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Larry Johannson, Mayor

Kelly Cook, Deputy Mayor

Ken Beerman, Councillor

John Buffie, Councillor

April Hourie, Councillor

Doug Pourier, Councillor

Darlene Swiderski, Councillor 

City of Selkirk
200 Eaton Avenue 
Selkirk, Manitoba, Canada 
R1A 0W6

Phone: 204.785.4900 
Email: info@cityofselkirk.com

www.myselkirk.ca



Where it All  
Comes Together

Whether you’re planning to build  
a business, a life or a legacy, everything  
you need to succeed is right here in  
Selkirk, Manitoba.

Our community has been energized by a recent surge  
of revitalization and growth, with more developments 
still on the way. That’s why we’re attracting the 
attention of families, entrepreneurs and organizations 
looking for a great place to put down roots.

If you are one of them, we invite you to explore the  
many advantages of living, working and starting  
a business in Selkirk. 

This is where it all comes together!
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Where it All Comes Together
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What Makes  
Selkirk Special

Selkirk is a vibrant small  
city with a hometown feel.  
We enjoy the best features  
of urban and rural life, at the 
heart of a promising region.
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Region’s Best Health  
Care Facilities 
Selkirk is the home of the newest, largest and  
best-equipped hospital in the region, plus a  
complete range of health care services. 
Page 32

Regional Centre for Shopping  
and Services
Everything you need is here, from unique local  
businesses to national brands.  
Page 38

Strategic Location
Great connections provide convenient links  
to Winnipeg and the world. 
Page 8

Rich Heritage and Culture
We’re multicultural, multi-talented and  
surrounded by history. 
Page 48

Growing Opportunity
Our economy is stable and our outlook is positive. 
Page 20

Peace of Mind
We value the safety of our community and the reliability  
of our public services.  
Page 56

And So Much To Do!
In all four seasons, Selkirk is alive with sports  
and recreation opportunities. 
Page 40

What Makes Selkirk Special
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Selkirk

 Selkirk

Where We Are
One of our greatest advantages  
is the convenience and beauty of 
Selkirk’s location. Our community  
is the go-to destination for services 
in the region. We’re also minutes 
away from Manitoba’s largest city 
and many of the province’s most 
popular attractions.
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Where We Are

At the Centre of a Thriving Region
Selkirk is strategically located amid several growing  
rural/suburban communities in one of the most promising 
areas of Canada. This is where people in the region come  
for shopping, medical care, recreation and entertainment. 
Selkirk is also a popular stopping point for people traveling  
to and from the many attractions in the area.

A Short Drive Away from  
Big-City Services
Just 20 km/12 miles south of Selkirk is Winnipeg,  
the provincial capital of Manitoba and the largest  
urban centre between Toronto and Edmonton.  
With a population of 750,000, Winnipeg offers  
all of the services of a major city, including:

• Manitoba’s largest health facilities for emergency, 
trauma and cancer care

• International air and rail connections

• Two major universities, a community college  
and many technical training centres

• New venues for entertainment and  
major league sports

• A renowned arts and cultural scene

• Specialized services for research, business for  
research, business management and more

Gateway to Lake Country
North of Selkirk is the Interlake region, Manitoba’s most  
popular four-season playground. Thousands flock to cottage 
communities on the shores of Lake Winnipeg, a vast “inland sea” 
where the white sand dunes are considered among the best in 
North America. From doorstep to doorstep, the most popular 
lakeside destinations can be reached in less than an hour.

Surrounded by Natural  
Beauty and Heritage
Situated on the western bank of the Red River, Selkirk offers 
beautiful river views and many interesting areas to explore. 
Within a short drive are Bird’s Hill Provincial Park, site of 
large-scale events like the legendary Winnipeg Folk Festival,  
and Oak Hammock Marsh, an award-winning wetland preserve 
and interpretive centre. Our community is set amid one of the 
Canada’s most historically significant areas, with nearby heritage 
attractions like the Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site.
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 Average Average Average Average Average 
 Temp.  High Temp. Low Temp. Precipitation Days of 
 (°C) (°C)  (°C) (mm) Sunshine

JAN -17.5 -12.8 -22.1 16 24
FEB -13.3 -8.4 -18.2 11.3 23
MAR -5.9 -1.1 -10.7 21.8 26
APR 4.1 9.7 -1.5 26 28
MAY 12.4 18.5 6.2 56.6 29
JUN 17.3 22.9 11.6 93 29
JUL 19.3 25.5 14.1 79.6 30
AUG 18.7 24.6 12.8 74.5 30
SEP 12.5 18 7 57.5 27
OCT 5.5 10.3 0.7 35.6 26
NOV -4.9 -1.2 -8.5 23.7 21
DEC -14.1 -9.8 -18.5 14.7 23

Where We Are

Sunny Four-Season Climate
Selkirk has warm summer days and crisp winters,  
with generally sunny skies and moderate precipitation. 

Manitoba ranks first among all Canadian provinces  
for clearest skies year-round. 
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Where We Are
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Driving times from Selkirk

Winnipeg (north perimeter) 
25 minutes 

International airport 
45 minutes 

University of Manitoba 
48 minutes

Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site 
10 minutes 

Grand Beach 
45 minutes 

Bird’s Hill Provincial Park  
20 minutes 

Oak Hammock Marsh  
20 minutes 

Gimli 
45 minutes
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With multiple routes for road and rail travel, Selkirk is a truly connected community. 
It’s easy to travel to Winnipeg – and from Winnipeg, to destinations around the 
world. And with a wide range of internet services, we enjoy excellent data links.

Great Connections

Wired and ready for the future with 7 Internet Service Providers

Selkirk is served by providers of cable, fiber optic, wireless, mobile  
and satellite internet. Download speeds of up to 120 MBPS are available. 
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Who We Are
Selkirk is a diverse, inclusive 
community. We’re proud of our 
heritage and passionate about 
our future – eager to embrace 
new opportunities while staying 
true to our roots.
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Growing
Our population has grown steadily over the past decade,  
and this trend will continue as more services and businesses 
choose Selkirk’s strategic location. We’re keeping pace with 
the demands and opportunities of this growth. Our guide  
is the five-year Selkirk Strategic Plan, which was developed 
with input from all parts of the community.

Inclusive
For centuries, Selkirk has been a place where newcomers 
have come to pursue a better life, and where good 
neighbours have helped them thrive. Today that spirit 
endures as our community grows and our population 
becomes more diverse.

Our welcoming attitude dates back to the earliest days of this 
community. When the first Scottish settlers arrived in 1813, 
they faced difficult conflicts and struggles – hardships they 
could not have survived without the help of the nearby 
Saulteax band led by Chief Peguis. 

Today we are inspired by the example of Chief Peguis,  
and are proud of the leadership his people’s descendants 
continue to provide in our community.

Involved
Selkirk has a special energy fueled by the community’s love  
of sports, arts, culture and their fellow citizens. This is a place 
where people can pursue many interests, have a voice and 
make a real difference. 

Everyone living here is invited to join the CitizenVoice panel, 
one of the means of gathering ideas and opinions related  

to municipal services, 
programs and 
initiatives. We know  
we live in a special city, 
and everyone has the 
opportunity to help 
shape its future.  

Population

 10,500

 10,000

 9,500

 9,000

  2006 2011 2016

10,278

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016

Average family income:  

$85,608

Median Age

43.8 yrs

0-14 yrs: 
1,625

16%

15-54 yrs: 
4,870

47%

55+ yrs: 
3,785

37%

Families in Private Households

2,755

2 people: 
1,520

55%

3 people: 
615

22%

4 people: 
445

16%

5 or more: 
180

7%

Types of Families

Married 
couples: 
1,595

58%

Common-law 
couples: 
420

15%

Lone 
parent: 
740

27%

Who We Are
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Special Places  
in Our Community

Selkirk’s most beloved icons and places 
reflect the unique beauty, heritage and 
character of our community.
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Regional Hospital  
(opened 2017)

The new 65-bed Selkirk Regional Health Centre is twice  
the size of the hospital it replaced, and houses the region’s 
first MRI. The facility has already become the catalyst  
for new health-related business and services in the city.  
Read more about local health care services on page 32.

Canalta Hotel  
(opened 2015)

This 84-room hotel provides visitors to the region  
with fully equipped accommodations, with handy  
access to Selkirk Crossing and the new hospital.

Regional Library  
(opened 2014)

The spectacular, award-winning Gaynor Family  
Regional Library is more than a place to borrow books.  
It’s an exciting new gathering place for people in the  
region. Read more on page 50.

Selkirk Crossing  
(opened 2005)

This large development on the west side of town is the  
home of well-known national brands and big-box retailers, 
as well as small-to-medium-sized stores. Read more about 
shopping in Selkirk on page 38.

Selkirk is experiencing an exciting revitalization driven by new assets 

in our community. These new features are strengthening our status 

as the regional centre for services, shopping and recreation.

New Additions

Special Places in Our Community

15C I T Y  O F  S E L K I R K C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E14 I N T R O D U C T I O N TO S E L K I R K



Waterfront
We make the most of our geography with a nearly continuous 
network of public trails, green spaces and recreation facilities 
along the Red River, right in the centre of the city. 

The jewel of our waterfront is the multi-tier public plaza 
where our main avenue meets the Red River. This is the 
community’s favourite place to gather, fish, stroll, jog  
and cycle, or just enjoy the splendid views.  

Marine Museum of Manitoba
This impressive outdoor museum brings to life the story of 
marine life in Manitoba from 1850 to present day. Visitors can 
climb aboard the big ships that once navigated Lake Winnipeg 
and learn about Selkirk’s historic importance as a port.

Selkirk Park
Just north of the waterfront is Selkirk Park, a 200+ acre  
green space and marshland packed with opportunities for 
four-season enjoyment. In summer, the outdoor public pool 
surrounded by a sand “beach” draws thousands of visitors. 
With excellent facilities for barbecues, picnics and camping, 
Selkirk Park is also one of the most popular places in southern 
Manitoba for large outdoor gatherings. 

Lift Bridge
This Depression Era bridge over the Red River is one of the few 
remaining mechanisms of its kind. The whole centre section is 
raised by a system of pulleys and counterweights to allow ships 
to pass under. The bridge is still fully functional today. 

Special Places in Our Community

Local Landmarks

Waterfront

Lift Bridge Selkirk Park
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Chuck the Channel Cat
Angling fans around the world know Selkirk as the “Catfish 
Capital of North America” – home of huge channel cats that 
provide mind-blowing fishing encounters. The 36-foot statue 
on Main Street salutes these river titans and the anglers who 
flock to our community in their pursuit.

Heritage Buildings
Buildings dating back to the late 1870s provide Selkirk with 
personality that can’t be replicated in a newer city. Our streets 
are dotted with examples of Gothic Revival churches, Queen 
Anne Revival homes and commercial buildings in the Beaux-Art 
Classical and Chicago School styles. Local heritage buffs lead the 
preservation and appreciation of these historic places.

Special Places in Our Community

Marine Museum of Manitoba

Chuck the Channel Cat

Heritage Buildings
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Priority 1 
A VIBRANT, SAFE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITY 

We are strengthening the qualities that make Selkirk such  
a warm and special place: Safe streets. A low crime rate. 
Plenty of green space. Friendly, compassionate neighbours 
who are quick to extend a helping hand.

We want our city to be a community of choice where people of 
all ages and backgrounds can pursue a successful, fulfilling life.

Goals for the future include:

• Continued development of Selkirk’s natural features  
and outdoor spaces

• Providing the best possible recreation opportunities  
for Selkirk residents

• Revitalizing downtown

• Encouraging responsible land use, aligned with  
the community’s vision 

• Engaging the entire community in shaping our future

Priority 2
A STRONG AND STABLE LOCAL ECONOMY

A sound local economy means our community has a stable tax 
base to maintain municipal infrastructure and build on Selkirk’s 
strengths. As our economy continues to grow, there will be 
more opportunities for youth and young professionals, and 
families can look forward to improved community services. 

Goals for the future include:

• Taking firmer control of our economic destiny

• Building on Selkirk’s status as a regional service centre

• Capitalizing on Selkirk’s tourism potential

• Revitalizing Selkirk’s image

Looking 
Forward: 
Selkirk’s 
Strategic  
Plan
In 2014 Selkirk developed  
a Strategic Plan to define our 
community’s priorities and 
goals. Guided by this compass, 
we are devising a series of 
forward-looking action plans 
to shape our future.

OUR VISION:
A vibrant regional hub for 

commerce, culture and recreation, 

providing the best opportunities 

an urban centre can offer
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Looking Forward: Selkirk’s Strategic Plan

Priority 3
SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

Among Manitoba cities of similar size, Selkirk is the leader  
in forward-looking planning and infrastructure services that 
keep this city moving forward. We are making significant 
investments in vital services ranging from street maintenance 
to water, wastewater and storm drain services. 

To assure citizens of long-term reliability and affordability, 
our city has developed a comprehensive, fiscally responsible 
Capital Asset Management Program that is aligned with  
the maintenance needs of existing infrastructure and 
expectations for future Selkirk development. 

Goals for the future include:

• Reliable water supply

• Adequate funding for maintenance  
of all city-owned assets

• Smooth operation of transportation systems 

• Clear intentions for future development

Priority 4
MAXIMUM VALUE FROM COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES

Our city government has done a good job of improving 
municipal services while managing debt and keeping taxes 
affordable. We will keep building on this foundation as we 
prepare for new challenges.

Goals for the future include:

• More active management of capital assets

• Having the right human capital in place at the right time

• Continued improvements in efficiency and convenience

• More effective regional development approaches

Priority 5
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Selkirk takes an increasingly progressive approach to 
environmental sustainability because we understand that 
natural features and resources are vital to our community.  
We are well ahead of other communities of our size in  
terms of public transit, waste management and tree  
canopy management.

Goals for the future include:

• Improving city practices and services

• Encouraging more environmentally  
responsible development

• Water conservation

• Helping citizens make good choices

Read the full 
Strategic Plan at: 

myselkirk.ca

City 
Government

City 
Council

Selkirk’s  
Strategic  
Plan
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The Local  
Economy

Business and employment opportunities  
in Selkirk are growing, fueled by our city’s 
increasing importance as a regional centre.  
A diverse range of industries provide a strong 
economic foundation and opportunities  
to work in almost any field.
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Key Economic Sectors
There are currently about 430 businesses registered with the City of Selkirk. These businesses include 
some of the largest employers in the region, as well as more than 100 home-based businesses. 
Together, they employ a workforce of nearly 5,000 people. 

The Local Economy

• Health care, education and social services are the 
largest source of employment in Selkirk. Our city is the 
site of the region’s major health care and social service 
facilities, including a new $100 million hospital that is 
drawing more health and wellness enterprises to Selkirk. 
The community also has hundreds of jobs in education.

• Retail trade is the second largest source of jobs in 
Selkirk. A recent surge in retail development has firmly 
established the city as the region’s shopping destination. 

• Manufacturing has been a mainstay of the Selkirk 
economy for many years. The largest manufacturing 
operation is the steel mill run by the multinational 
company Gerdau MRM. More than 13 other 
manufacturing operations support this sector.

• Accommodation and food services are becoming a 
more important economic force in Selkirk as more visitors 
come to our city for shopping and entertainment.

• Commercial, professional and industrial services 
have established in Selkirk to meet the needs of 
businesses and consumers in the region. Companies 
here are involved in transportation, warehousing, 
construction, utilities, financial services, scientific and 
technical services, real estate and waste management.

• Arts, entertainment, recreation and cultural 
industries are also essential contributors to the  
local economy. Selkirk provides many of the major 
recreational opportunities for people living in 
surrounding municipalities.

• Tourism is a vital economic driver that crosses over 
many of the sectors described above. Our city is a tourist 
destination in its own right and is surrounded by some  
of Manitoba’s most renowned attractions.
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Positive Outlook 
Important new developments are expanding many different 
areas of the Selkirk economy, particularly those related  
to health and wellness, retail, tourism and hospitality.  
The effects of this growth are rippling through many other 
sectors, making our community increasingly attractive to 
entrepreneurs and employers in a wide range of industries. 

These benefits add to Selkirk’s competitive advantages, 
including the strength we gain from the larger Manitoba 
economy, one of the most stable and diversified in Canada.  
In the last decade, Manitoba’s average annual growth rate 
has consistently been among the highest in Canada, and  
this province is expected to remain an above-average 
performer in the years ahead. The Manitoba unemployment 
rate is the second lowest in Canada.

Support for Economic Growth
Selkirk is making the most of this new wave of opportunity  
by providing an affordable, welcoming environment for 
business. The municipal government takes a progressive 
approach toward new development and is making substantial 
investments to prepare for growth.

• Selkirk Business Park provides room to grow for light 
industrial and retail development. Over the next five 
years, the City of Selkirk is developing 80 lots for small 
and medium industries as well as a commercial area for 
big-box retail development. The entire development will 
extend across four parcels of land comprising 275 acres. 

• Infrastructure improvements are renewing and 
preparing our city for economic growth. Through our 
Capital Asset Management Program, the municipal 
government is strategically upgrading street, pipes  
and other infrastructure vital to the city’s progress. 

• Dedicated support for business development  
is provided through the City of Selkirk’s expanded 
Sustainable Economic Development department.  
In addition, businesses can access financing and other 
supports through regional development corporations.

Selkirk’s Competitive Advantages  
for Economic Growth 
• Strategic location near Winnipeg and on route  

to Manitoba’s most popular lakes, beaches and  
natural attractions

• Growing importance as the regional centre  
for health care, shopping, recreation and  
other services

• Excellent transportation links, with convenient  
access to international air and rail connections

• Skilled workforce

• Proximity to excellent facilities for post-secondary 
education and training

• Strong and stable provincial economy

New Developments  
Driving Growth
• New regional hospital that is a magnet for  

additional health and wellness services

• Selkirk Crossing, a 33-acre retail developments that  
has brought more national brands to the community

• The region’s first large, modern, fully equipped hotel 

• New regional library

• Plans to revitalize Selkirk’s historic downtown

The Local Economy
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Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016

Selkirk Total 
Labour Force  
by Industry

Selkirk Labour Force by Occupation

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016

For More Information
Selkirk’s Investment Profile provides a complete overview  
of competitive advantages, business opportunities and 
operating costs in our community. 

Find it online at www.myselkirk.ca/doing-business  
or contact: 

Sustainable Economic Development 
204.785.4997 or 204.785.4953 
ecdev@cityofselkirk.com

The Local Economy

Selkirk Labour Force

Management

Business, finance and administration

Natural and applied sciences

Health

Education, law and social, community and government services

Art, culture, recreation and sport

Sales and service

Trades, transport and equipment operators and related

Natural resources, agriculture and related production

Manufacturing and utilities
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13%
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14%

1%

25%

19%

2% 4%

Participation Rate  Employment Rate  Unemployment Rate

52.8%57.9%

8.7%

Public administration

Other services (except public administration)

Accommodation and food services

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Health care and social assistance

Educational services

Admin and support, waste management and remediation 

Professional, scientific and technical services

Real estate and rental and leasing

Finance and insurance

Information and cultural industries

Transportation and warehousing

Retail trade

Wholesale trade

Manufacturing and utilities

Construction

Utilities

Mining, quarrying oil and gas extraction

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting
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Source:  
Statistics Canada,  
Census 2016
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Housing
Whether your tastes lean toward 
century-old character homes, 
affordable apartments or sleek new 
condos, you can find what you’re looking 
for in Selkirk. The range of options is 
growing and costs are significantly 
below the Canadian average.
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Growing to Meet Every Need 
Developers, community organizations and the city 
government work together to ensure that Selkirk’s housing 
supply keeps pace with our community’s economic and social 
needs. Our goal is to ensure the right balance of single- and 
multi-family homes, with a good selection of options for 
private ownership and rental. 

We strive to meet the needs of residents at all phases of life, 
from the student renting a first apartment to the growing 
young family to the retiree looking for a carefree lifestyle.  
The range of assisted living and supportive housing options  
is also expanding in tandem with new medical services in 
Selkirk, which provide additional convenience and peace  
of mind for people requiring ongoing care.

To pave the way for future residential construction, the City of 
Selkirk has modernized the municipal bylaws for infrastructure 
and zoning. We welcome early and frequent communication 
with developers to ensure all needs are addressed.

Since 2011, Selkirk’s housing inventory has increased by 
about 8.4% through the addition of 334 single and multi-
family home ownership and rental units. In recent years there 
has been an emphasis on growing the supply of multi-family 
housing near the downtown, where residents can enjoy a 
convenient lifestyle while helping to revitalize our city’s core.

Housing

Price range of Selkirk housing:  
$150,000 to $550,000

Average construction cost:  
$200 to $240/square foot
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Average Home Price, 2015

Selkirk Winnipeg Canadian Average

$443,004
$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$0

$278,278$262,242

Average Monthly Shelter Cost

Owner Renter Total

$1,200

$1,000

$800

$600

$400

$200

$0

  Selkirk            Manitoba            Canada

Recent Housing Projects
• Selkirk Meadows – two four-storey buildings  

with a total of 133 units

• Dynamic Investments – apartment building  
on Reid Avenue with 37 units

• Parkside Terrace – two four-storey buildings  
with a total of 110 units 

• Cambridge House – 34 retirement  
and assisted-living suites 

On the Horizon
• 60,000 square feet of housing at Easton Place,  

including 55+ independent living apartments and  
units for assisted living and supportive housing

• 16 new single-family homes on Robinson Avenue

• Brookstone Development, a 49-unit duplex/triplex 
condo development on Manitoba Avenue

• More than 200 new single and multi-family  
housing units along Annie Street 

Housing

Source: Canadian Real Estate Magazine and Canadian Real Estate Association Source: Canadian Real Estate Magazine and Canadian Real Estate Association
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Type of Dwelling Housing Tenure

Single-detached  
house 

64%
Semi-detached  
house 

3%
Row house 

6%
Apartment  
or duplex 

26%
Other 

1%

Owner 

63%
Renter 

37%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016

Housing
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Education  
and Training

Selkirk’s education programs provide 
a strong base for big dreams. The city 
is the home of a large public school 
system, three college campuses and  
a learning centre. 

28 A C LO S E R LO O K AT O U R C O M M U N I T Y



Public School System
Selkirk is the hub of the Lord Selkirk School Division,  
which provides high-quality services to an area extending 
from the north edge of Winnipeg to Victoria Beach.  
Seven of the division’s 15 schools are located in Selkirk.

These schools offer a wide variety of program options, 
including French Immersion, Ukrainian Bilingual,  
Technical-Vocational, Performing Arts and Athletics.  
Total enrolment is about 2,250.

• Kindergarten to Grade 6 students are served by five 
elementary schools: Centennial School, Daerwood 
School, École Bonaventure, Robert Smith Elementary 
and Ruth Hooker School. The combined enrolment  
is about 800 students.

• Grades 7 to 9 are served at École Selkirk Junior  
High, which has about 350 students.

• Grades 10 to 12 are served at Lord Selkirk Regional 
Comprehensive Secondary School, the only high school 
in the region, which has about 1,100 students.

Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive  
Secondary School (“The Comp”)

“The Comp” offers outstanding facilities for athletic, 
academic and technical programs. There is also an 
International Student Program that has students  
from around the world. 

Students can concentrate their studies in arts and science, 
business and computer technology, French immersion, 
human ecology and performing arts. There are opportunities 
to focus on many vocational areas, including print media, 
auto body, drafting, hairstyling, culinary arts,  
welding, electronics and more.

The school provides excellent athletic facilities including  
a new state-of-the-art outdoor track and stadium, four 
outdoor tennis courts, indoor track and exercise/weight  
area and the largest indoor pool in the region. Students can 
compete in a variety of sports, extracurricular activities and 
clubs. Many provincial titles have been won by the school’s 
many teams and dedicated coaches.

The school has a 300-seat theatre, as well as an automated 
library, 450 networked computers and a cafeteria serving  
nutritious hot food daily. 

In addition, the school provides an off-campus alternative  
for high school aged students through the Lord Selkirk 
Education Centre. LSEC students can pursue regular high 
school core elective credits and have the opportunity to  
earn credits through work and community experience.   

Education and Training

29C I T Y  O F  S E L K I R K C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E



Post-Secondary Education  
and Training
Red River College Selkirk Campus

Selkirk is the home of the Interlake campus of Red River College, 
Manitoba’s largest institute of applied learning.  Through the RRC 
facility on Manitoba Avenue, students can pursue high-quality 
education programs that reflect industry needs, taught by instructors 
who bring industry expertise to the classroom. The emphasis on 
work-based learning, provided right in the community, provides 
opportunities for flexible study and program design.

Academy of Learning Career College

This private college provides diploma programs for students interested 
in careers in business, accounting, community service, education, 
health care, home inspection, computer service and web design. 

Herzing College

Students can prepare for employment as health care aides through the 
comprehensive five-month program offered at this private career 
college in Selkirk. 

Selkirk and District Community Learning Centre

For nearly two decades, this organization has been working with 
community partners to fill skill gaps and improve local prospects for 
economic growth. Services include job search support, training, 
computer support and free public access to computers and the internet.

Education and Training

Major field of study, Selkirk

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016 

Personal, protective and transportation services

Health and related fields

Agriculture, natural resources and conservation

Architecture, engineering and related technologies

Mathematics, computer and information sciences

Physical and life sciences and technologies

Business, management and public administration

Social and behavioural sciences and law

Humanities

Visual and performing arts/communication technologies

Education

  2016            2011            2006

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

Red River College (Selkirk Campus)

Red River College (Selkirk Campus)
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Post-Secondary Driving Distance  
Institution from Selkirk

University of Winnipeg 35 km / 28 mi

University of Manitoba 
Fort Garry Campus 60 km / 37 mi 
Bannatyne Campus 35 km / 28 mi

Red River College 
Notre Dame Campus 40 km / 25 mi 
Exchange District Campus 35 km / 28 mi 
Stevenson Campus 50 km / 31 mi

Université de Saint-Boniface 35 km / 28  mi

Manitoba Institute of  
Trades and Technology  55 km / 34  mi

Education and Training

Education Opportunities  
in Winnipeg
A wide range of additional study opportunities are  
available in Winnipeg, less than an hour’s drive away.  
Major post-secondary institutions include:

University of Winnipeg

University of WinnipegUniversity of Manitoba Campus (Winnipeg)
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Health Care  
Services
Selkirk is the site of the region’s major medical 
services, serving a regional population of 128,000. 
The Interlake-Eastern Regional Health Authority’s 
high-quality services and new hospital are 
providing additional peace of mind for residents 
and exciting opportunities for people working  
in the health care sector.
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Regional Hospital 
Twice as large as the facility it replaced, the new Selkirk 
Regional Health Centre has brought improved technology 
for acute care, outpatient service and hospitalization  
to our community. 

The 180,000 square foot hospital includes the region’s first MRI 
machine, as well as 65 beds for medical/surgical, obstetrics and 
special care. Other services on site include diagnostic imaging, 
laboratory services, rehabilitation, cancer care, medicine, 
dialysis and palliative care. 

The hospital is also the region’s birthing centre. Each birthing 
room is well-equipped for the moms who travel from their 
home communities to deliver in Selkirk. An alcove converts  
to a bed for an overnight stay by a family member or friend,  
and delivery equipment folds away out of site when not in  
use. The building was designed with patient well-being and 
sustainability in mind. The sun-filled structure features 17,000 
square feet of windows, meets LEED Silver standards and uses 
highly efficient materials and systems. For improved comfort 
and privacy, 80% of the beds are in single-bed rooms.

The emergency area has a three-bay ambulance drive-
through, which allows paramedics to unload patients in  
a climate-controlled area that is well-lit 24 hours a day. 

Health Care Services
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Selkirk Mental Health Centre
This highly regarded mental health centre is the largest  
in the province. The 252-bed inpatient facility provides 
specialized treatment and rehabilitation services in  
a beautiful park-like setting. 

Services are provided through five specialized patient 
programs: acute, geriatric, rehabilitation, forensic and 
acquired brain injury.

For more information visit www.gov.mb.ca/health/smhc

Emergency and Crisis Services
The City of Selkirk subscribes to the Provincial Enhanced  
911 system for access to emergency services, including 
ambulance services provided by the Interlake-Eastern 
Regional Health Authority on a 24/7 basis.

The community’s mental health services include a mobile 
crisis unit that offers telephone consultation and in-home 
visits on a voluntary basis, evenings, nights and weekends. 
Selkirk also has an eight-bed mental health crisis stabilization 
unit for short-term, voluntary stay.

Selkirk Quick Care Clinic 
This clinic run by the Interlake-Eastern Regional Health 
Authority is designed to meet unexpected health care needs 
when most other clinics are closed. Registered nurses and 
nurse practitioners treat minor health issues, such as skin 
problems, stomach issues, cuts, colds and flu symptoms.  
The clinic is able to order diagnostic tests and prescribe 
medications when needed, and then communicate back  
to the patient’s regular primary care provider. The clinic  
can also connect patients to the Family Doctor Finder  
and other health-care professionals.

Health Care Services

The Easton Place Medical Centre is one example of the 
services being drawn to Selkirk by the new regional hospital 
and other improvements. 

The developers of Easton Place are setting out to change 
perceptions about rural health care and make Selkirk  
a destination for integrated, innovative health and wellness 
solutions. Their goal is to bring together a range of  
high-calibre medical specialists and services in one  
place to support an integrated, multidisciplinary  
approach to health management. 

The 200,000 square foot facility will be the site of a medical 
clinic and pharmacy, professional offices and education 
centre – all conveniently located near the new regional 
hospital and Selkirk Mental Health Centre. 

When the four-phase project is complete, the facility will  
be a community gathering place, featuring a park-like area, 
retail area and restaurant plaza. Plans include assisted and 
supportive living apartments that would be the ideal place for 
transitional care after surgery and other special care options.

For more information visit www.eastonplace.ca

Easton Place: 

An integrated approach to health management services 
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CLANDEBOYE MEDICAL CLINIC • EVELINE STREET 
MEDICAL CLINIC • INTERLAKE SURGICAL ASSOCIATES • 
RED RIVER MEDICAL CLINIC • SELKIRK MEDICAL CENTRE • 
INTERLAKE DENTAL CENTRE • LIFESMILES DENTAL • RED 
RIVER DENTAL SELKIRK ORTHODONTICS • VANDOR 
DENTURE CENTRE • ZELCER DENTURE CLINICS • 
ANDERSON FAMILY VISION CARE • CLARITY VISION 
CENTRE • WALMART VISION CENTRE • JENKINSON 
CHIROPRACTIC • NEW LIFE CHIROPRACTIC CENTRE • 
RED RIVER CHIROPRACTIC CENTRE 
PHYSIOTHERAPY ON THE RED SPORTS 
INJURY AND REHAB CENTRE • STEELCITY 
PHYSIOTHERAPY & WELLNESS CENTRE

Private Health Care Services 
Selkirk is a centre for many private health care providers, including physician clinics, 
dental clinics, denturists, optometrists, chiropractors and therapy facilities.

Health Care Services
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Advantages  
for Seniors
Selkirk is a secure and vibrant community where 
seniors can live life to the fullest. The region’s best 
health care services are available here, along with 
many supports to help citizens remain safe and 
independent throughout their lifetimes. 
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Wide Choice of  
Living Arrangements 
Selkirk offers every type of housing for those who choose to 
age in place, as well as a range of options for people requiring 
additional care and assistance. 

A variety of living arrangements are available at the 
innovative seniors’ campus near Manitoba Avenue, where  
the Cambridge House and Woodland Courts residences 
and Tudor House personal care home are located. These 
three communities offer a choice of rental suites, assisted 
living and personal care, all within one scenic neighbourhood. 
It’s an ideal solution for couples with varying health care 
needs who want to spend quality time together each day. 

Personal care is also available at Betel Home, a 77-bed 
facility for permanent residence or short-term admission for 
respite care, and Extendicare Red River Place, a 104-bed 
facility with options for shared or private rooms.

Endless Opportunities  
to Socialize
Selkirk’s Gordon Howard Centre prides itself on being  
more than a seniors’ centre. Throughout the week, the 
multi-purpose facility is alive with activities like drawing  
and painting, cribbage and bridge, fitness and square dancing.  
The centre also organizes special dinners, trips to nearby 
attractions and annual events such as the Fish Fry and 
Christmas Craft Sale.   

The organization’s mission is to promote healthy living styles, 
leadership, volunteerism, community participation and 
personal growth while erasing the word “bored” from every 
senior’s vocabulary. The three-level facility has something  
for everyone, including a boardroom, multi-purpose room, 
snooker/pool room, lounge area, large banquet hall, quilting 
room and more.

For older seniors, the Vintage Club adult day program 
provides opportunities to enjoy programming designed for 
fun, fitness and social activity away from home. The program 
aims to strengthen their ability to function within their own 
homes by preventing physical and mental deterioration.  
The Congregate Meal Program brings older people together 
to enjoy hot nutritious meals designed for 
their dietary needs. 

A Safe and Accessible Community
Selkirk Age Friendly is an organization dedicated to  
making our city a place where seniors and all members  
of the community can stay independent, active and healthy. 
Members come from a variety of backgrounds including 
health and wellness, recreation, transportation, housing, 
safety and related services. 

The committee’s newest initiative is the Age Friendly 
Business Recognition Program, which honours local 
businesses that make an effort to accommodate older 
customers. More than 30 Selkirk businesses and service 
organizations have earned the right to display 
the Age Friendly decal.

Among them is Selkirk Transit, which runs  
Selkirk Mobility. This para-transit service 
provides door-to-door assisted transportation  
to eligible Selkirk residents seven days a week.

Advantages for Seniors
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Shopping, 
Entertainment 
and Services
With its vibrant mix of brands and businesses, 
Selkirk is where people in the region come to shop, 
dine and play. Almost any product or service can 
be found right here in our city.
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Stores for Every Style 
Selkirk has an ever-expanding selection of retailers, from 
big-box stores to unique local boutiques. In the past decade, 
the range of options has grown with the revitalization of  
our downtown and the addition of Selkirk Crossing, a new 
33-acre retail development that has brought many  
big-name brands to our city.

Restaurants for Every Taste
Whether you prefer family-style fare or something more 
exotic, your taste buds will find plenty to explore in Selkirk. 
Some of our restaurants are local legends that have kept 
diners coming back for decades. Other eateries cater to 
those who want to explore international cuisine and the 
latest food trends. Still others offer the familiar foods  
of favourite national chains.  

Services to Meet Every Need
Selkirk has all of the professional and retail services  
you would expect to find in a modern, progressive city.  
Buy a vehicle, get your taxes done, treat a sports injury  
or get a home improvement project rolling. You can  
do it all without leaving the community.

Shopping, Entertainment and Services
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Parks, Sports  
and Recreation

Selkirk is energized by opportunities to 
pursue healthy, active lifestyles in beautiful 
surroundings. We invest in an abundance of 
recreation options, including some that are 
rarely found in cities of this size.
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The Waterfront 
In 2003, the old docks along the Red River were transformed 
into one of Selkirk’s most picturesque locations. Our riverside 
promenade is now the community’s favourite place to jog, 
stroll, cycle or just enjoy the lovely views. Everyone is welcome 
to picnic on the grass or sit out under the summer stars.  
For many anglers, it’s the ideal place to unpack the tackle  
box and tempt the local walleye with a well-cast rig.

 
In warmer months, the terraced amphitheatre becomes  
the stage for many outdoor concerts and events, including 
the annual Canada Day celebrations. Every Wednesday in 
August, a farmers market provides the opportunity to meet 
neighbours, buy local and sample the bounty of the area. 

Parks, Sports and Recreation
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Selkirk Park
Selkirk Park is located along the Red River just north of the 
waterfront plaza. The riverside park has more than 200 acres 
of green space, including a natural marshland that is a 
favourite spot for birdwatching.

Facilities in the park include an outdoor pool, picnic  
shelters and boat launch. The recreational trail system 
includes 6.5 km/4 miles of paths for walking and running,  
and 2 km/1.2 miles of ski trails. For camping enthusiasts, 
there are 165 tenting and electrical sites.

These features make Selkirk Park a popular venue for large 
outdoor events, including the three-day Triple S Fair and 
Rodeo held every July. The site provides a scenic location  
for family reunions, organization picnics and many other 
types of gatherings, large or small. 

Neighbourhood Parks 
Selkirk is dotted with green spaces where neighbours  
of all ages can gather. In recent years, the city has invested  
in improved lighting, workout equipment and play structures 
at many of these locations.

Selkirk Park Pool and Splash Pad
Inside Selkirk Park is a one-of-a-kind facility where people 
can enjoy “a day at the beach” without ever leaving our city. 
The circular public pool gradually deepens to five feet and is 
surrounded by sand and grass, providing swimmers with a 
unique outdoor experience. An 18-feature splash pad added 
in 2012 has made the pool a favourite destination for all ages. 

Every summer the pool is used by about 17,000 people, 
including children who participate in outdoor swimming 
lessons and the summer camp program. It’s also a huge 
tourist attraction, drawing about 7,000 visitors annually  
from outside Selkirk. 

Selkirk Community Pool
The Selkirk Community Pool, located in the Lord Selkirk 
Regional Comprehensive School, is the largest indoor aquatic 
facility in the Interlake region. The 97-foot pool reaches  
a depth of 12 feet and has two diving boards.

In addition to school programming, the facility offers 
year-round programs including swimming lessons, aquafit, 
competitive swim, lap swim, instructor development, 
lifesaving and Special Olympics. Since 1982 it has been the 
home of the Selkirk Royals Water Polo Team and Selkirk 
Dolphins Swim Team. 

Parks, Sports and Recreation
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Selkirk Recreation Complex
The Rec Complex is Selkirk’s largest facility for participating 
in field and ice sports and cheering on the hometown team. 
It’s also a popular spot for fitness classes, banquets and 
large indoor events.

The large indoor ice rink hosts minor hockey, ringette, figure 
skating and speed skating, and is also available for public skating. 
The rink is the home of the Selkirk Steelers, a Junior A hockey 
team, and the Selkirk Fishermen, a Junior B hockey team. 

The site has an array of outdoor sports fields including baseball 
and slo-pitch/softball diamonds, soccer pitches ranging in size 
from mini to full and fields for football and rugby.

Selkirk Arena and Memorial Hall
This indoor rink facility, affectionately known as “The Barn,” 
hosts hockey, ringette, learn-to-skate and power skating 
programs, as well as community events in the hall.

Outdoor Skating
Everyone can skate for free at the Kin Centre. This is where 
many youngsters tie on their skates for the first time. On most 
winter nights the rink is filled with young people discovering 
sponge hockey, shinny, stick and puck.

Curling
The Selkirk Curling Club provides six sheets and hosts many  
great leagues and bonspiels. 

Parks, Sports and Recreation
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Fishing
The Red River is teeming with more than a dozen freshwater 
fish species that have made this area a world-class  
sport-fishing destination.

Selkirk is known as the Catfish Capital of North America 
because of our legendary channel cats, which often weigh 
more than 20 pounds and measure over three feet in length. 
Anglers and sport fishing personalities from around the world 
have traveled here to do battle with these giants of the Red.

More valued by local anglers are the large numbers of  
walleye in our waters. In late September trophy-sized walleye 
enter the Red River in pursuit of their favourite food source, 
the emerald shiner minnow. Many of these walleye sport  
an iridescent green colour, a characteristic unique to  
Lake Winnipeg and its tributaries. These “greenbacks”  
are a favourite catch in the fall and winter months.

Boat launching docks are available in Selkirk Park, but many 
anglers also love the convenience of shoreline fishing. At the 
Selkirk waterfront, licensed anglers can simply pull up a chair, 
drop a line into the river and enjoy the fine views.

And great angling doesn’t end when winter arrives. As soon 
as the river freezes to a safe thickness, ice fishing season 
begins. Enthusiasts come from far and wide to experience  
the unique ice-fishing culture of the area. Several qualified 
outfitters are ready to share their expertise.  

Parks, Sports and Recreation
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Golfing
The Selkirk Golf and Country Club is a highly 
rated public course featuring 18 scenic holes 
running along the Red River. Players love the 
views from the course and “19th hole.” 

Hometown Heroes
Sports is a source of great community pride and spirit  
in Selkirk. We love to cheer on local teams in many 
different sports, including basketball, volleyball,  
lacrosse, soccer and water polo.

In the sports community, Selkirk is perhaps best-known 
for hockey. The Selkirk Fishermen, our Junior B hockey 
team, was founded in 1917 and is the longest running 
junior hockey team in Canada. Our Junior A team, the 
Selkirk Steelers, recently celebrated its 50th year. 

More than a dozen NHL alumni began their careers  
with the Steelers and Fishermen, which are supported 
through social activities throughout the year. 

Parks, Sports and Recreation
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Skateboarding 

Selkirk’s $1 million skate park is the largest in rural Manitoba 
and one of the best in North America. It provides 18,700 square 
feet of world-class surface for blades, boards and bikes. Within 
a radius of 1,200 kilometres/750 miles, it is second only to the 
celebrated skate park at The Forks in Winnipeg. 

Geocaching
Geocaching is a great way to explore Selkirk and its rich 
history using a GPS (Global Positioning System). In and 
around our city there are now 15 caches with hidden 
treasures. Selkirk’s Heritage Committee is a proud supporter 
of this program and is continually adding new caches.

Year-Round Enjoyment of Nature 
Selkirk is a paradise for anyone who enjoys communing  
with nature in a four-season climate. The extensive network 
of trails in and around Selkirk is popular with those who love 
to hike, trail-run, snowshoe and cross-country ski. Outside 
the city, well-groomed snowmobiling trails connect nearby 
communities in the Interlake.

A bird-watcher’s dream awaits at three prime bird-watching 
locations in the area. Selkirk Park is home to marshland  
and community trails that are ideal for viewing blue jays, 
chickadees, yellow warblers and many other species. A short 
drive away are Lockport, where white pelicans can often be 
spotted searching for dinner, and Oak Hammock Interpretive 
Marsh, where more than 200 species of birds congregate.

The natural vegetation of the area can also be explored 
through the Urban Prairie, a place of discovery on the 
grounds of the Gaynor Family Regional Library. Interpretive 
signage identifies more than 50 varieties of traditional 
flowers, grasses and wildlife they support. 

Parks, Sports and Recreation

So Many Interests to Pursue 
Selkirk has clubs, classes and teams focused 
on a wide range of pastimes.

Building on our Recreational Assets
The City of Selkirk has developed a comprehensive 
Selkirk Recreation Strategy to guide the development  
of recreation, leisure, and cultural services in the 
community for the next 25 years.

An important part of the strategy will be capital 
improvements to extend the life and value of our 
recreational assets. Recent investments include 
geothermal upgrades to the ice plant and lighting 
improvements at the Selkirk Recreation Complex.  
Over the next 10 years, we plan to invest $1 million  
in maintenance that will expand the facility’s  
lifespan by about 30 years.

AGRICULTURE • ART • BADMINTON 
BASKETBALL • BIRD WATCHING • 
BOWLING • BRIDGE • BUSINESS • 
CANOEING AND KAYAKING  • 
COMMUNITY SERVICE • CRIBBAGE 
DANCE • DARTS • CURLING • 
FISHING AND HUNTING • GIRL 
GUIDES OF CANADA • GOLF  • 
GYMNASTICS • HERITAGE • 
HOCKEY • HORTICULTURE • JUDO • 
JUNIOR RIFLE • KNITTING  • 
PHOTOGRAPHY • PUBLIC 
SPEAKING • RINGETTE SEA 
CADETS • SCOUTS CANADA • 
SINGING • SKATING • SLO-PITCH • 
SOCCER • SWIMMING • 
TAEKWONDO • VOLLEYBALL
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Parks, Sports and Recreation

A Strong Environmental  
and Social Conscience
The people of Selkirk work together to keep  
this community pristine and beautiful for  
generations to come. We want our community  
to have a positive influence, both within our  
region and in the larger world..

In recent years, this commitment has been 
demonstrated in many new ways:

• Selkirk’s $36 million investment in a new 
wastewater treatment plant is positioning  
Selkirk as a leader in environmental management. 

• The City is encouraging businesses and residents  
to conserve water through programs like the Blue 
Flush Challenge, which offers financial incentives for 
residents and businesses to switch to low-flow toilets. 

• The community’s green spaces are being conserved 
and enhanced through development of a long-term 
Parks Strategy that will build on the city’s 
Recreation Master Plan. Recent green space 
improvements include redevelopment of the Selkirk 
water tower park and a new municipal tree farm 
that will continually replenish our urban forest. 

Selkirk has earned the highest rating from the 
Manitoba Communities in Bloom program and  
the Urban Beautification award from the Manitoba 
Good Roads Association. 

• The local public transit system, established  
in 2011, has increased the community’s ability  
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The City 
government has also developed a corporate 
climate action plan to help municipal  
operations reduce GHGs.

• The City of Selkirk has endorsed the Blue  
Dot Movement, started by the David Suzuki 
Foundation, by adopting the Declaration  
of Right to a Healthy Environment. The local 
government is establishing clear targets,  
timelines and actions to assure this right.

• In 2017, our city was designated a Fairtrade town 
by Fairtrade Canada. The City government was also 
named 2016 Fairtrade Workplace of the Year. 
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Arts, Culture and 
Community Events

Our close-knit community loves to celebrate, 
learn and explore in the company of good 
neighbours. All through the year, there are many 
opportunities to enjoy local talent, learn about 
our past and seek out new interests.
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Community Events
The city of Selkirk is buzzing with community activities and 
events all through the year. These events reach their peak in 
summer months, when thousands of people travel to the area 
to enjoy concerts, festivals and heritage attractions.

Waterfront events are held all summer long at our outdoor 
amphitheatre along the banks of the Red River. Free concerts 
feature popular Manitoba entertainers in a variety of musical 
styles. Every Wednesday afternoon in the month of August, 
the farmers market at the waterfront provides the 
opportunity to browse through the wares of local crafters, 
artisans and food producers.

The biggest celebration at the waterfront is on Canada Day. 
Free performances throughout the day culminate in one of 
Manitoba’s best fireworks displays. 

Selkirk Park is also the site of many annual events, including 
Manitoba Aboriginal Day, which has been celebrated here 
for more than 10 years. 

The largest event in the park is the Triple S Fair and Rodeo, 
which draws more than 10,000 spectators over three days 
every July. The event kicks off with a parade, followed by 
rodeo action, races and horse shows. The midway, Selkirk 
children’s festival and local food vendors provide something 
for everyone to enjoy.  

The happenings don’t end with summer. In October,  
the Halloween Haunt at the Marine Museum provides 
spooky fun for all ages. 

In November and December the city is lit up for holiday 
events. The festive season kicks off with the annual Parade 
of Lights featuring 50 floats and special guest Santa Claus in 
late November. As the calendar flips to December, downtown 
streets come alive with a celebration of local art, culture and 
flavours called Holiday Alley. This new event is part of the 
Homes for the Holidays fundraising tour, which provides  
a peek inside Selkirk’s lovely heritage homes, all decked  
out for the festive season. 

Arts, Culture and Community Events

Selkirk brings warmth and light to winter nights during Holiday 
Alley, a new community event stretching along one of our major 
downtown streets at the beginning of December. For two days, 
the fun and flavours of Selkirk are celebrated with music, dance, 
warm bannock, chili and a big helping of home-grown creativity. 
There’s even an auction of one-of-a kind ice-fishing shacks 
painted by local artists. Nothing could be more Selkirk!
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Gaynor Family Regional Library 

This award-winning library built in 2014 is much more than  
a place to borrow books. It’s become an important cultural 
hub and multi-purpose meeting space that redefines what  
a public library can be. 

The beautifully designed building is a model of green 
technology, with a complete geothermal heating and cooling 
system and many recycled and reclaimed materials. Natural 
light streams in from south-facing windows and skylights. 

For many community groups, the library is a place to come 
together and share common interests. It’s a regular meeting 
place for clubs focused on books, writing, arts and crafts,  
as well as many children’s activities. 

Outside, an outdoor reading space showcases a rare piece  
of native prairie ecosystem. The award-winning Urban Prairie 
features interpretive trails winding through more than 50 
different species of local grasses and flowers. The gently 
sloped landscaping collects run-off from the roof, parking  
lot and surrounding area, providing real-life opportunities  
to learn about water conservation.

Library members can gain access to more than 50,000 books 
and resources, including a variety of fiction, non-fiction, 
children’s books, magazines and movies. Help with 
homework and research is available, along with access to 
public computers, the internet and photocopy machines. 

Local Arts and Crafts
The Selkirk Community Arts Centre showcases some  
of the area’s most talented artists in the Gwen Fox Gallery. 
Unique artist creations are also available for purchase  
in the unique gift shop. 

The gallery is housed in a lovingly restored heritage building 
that is an attraction in itself. Built in 1906, it originally held 
the post office, customs house and offices for the local 
police department. 

Selkirk is also on the route of The WAVE Artists Studio  
Tour, a self-guided tour hosted twice a year by more than  
40 artisans working in a multitude of fine art forms.

Arts, Culture and Community Events
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Four Seasons of Fun in Selkirk

SPRING 

Recreation and Leisure Fair  

Spring Break Day Camp 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Mother’s Day Walk-A-Thon 

Plant Sale and Rainbow Auction

SUMMER 

Waterfront Concert Series 

Rotary Club Lobster Festival 

Manitoba Aboriginal Day 

Canada Day Celebrations  

Triple S Fair and Rodeo 

Children’s Festival 

Selkirk Biz Fair Parade 

Multicultural Extravaganza 

Memories Show and Shine Car Show 

D.O.G Days of Summer 

Kirsten’s Walk for Kids 

Camp Awesome Summer Day Camp

FALL 

Recreation and Leisure Fair 

Terry Fox Run 

Halloween Haunt at the Marine Museum 

Remembrance Day Ceremonies

WINTER 

Santa’s Parade of Lights 

Festival of Trees and Craft Sale 

Water Tower Wonderland 

Homes for the Holidays House and Heritage tour 

Selkirk Heritage Endowment Fundraiser 

Holiday Alley

Arts, Culture and Community Events

51C I T Y  O F  S E L K I R K C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E



Arts, Culture and Community Events

Exploring Local Heritage
As one of the most historically significant areas of Canada, 
Selkirk is filled with opportunities to discover the culture  
and experiences of the area’s early residents. 

The Marine Museum of Manitoba is an award-winning 
collection of ships and artifacts that tell the story of marine 
life on Lake Winnipeg and the Red River from 1850 to present 
day. The six ships lovingly restored and showcased by local 
volunteers include an 1897 steamship and a 1915 icebreaker 
that once cruised nearby waters. Visitors can climb aboard 
these historic vessels and explore a treasure trove of artifacts 
and records housed within.

The city’s historic houses, buildings and structures can be 
explored through Selkirk Walking Tours, which are guided 
by members of the Red River North Regional Heritage Group. 
The themed tours are presented every second Thursday 
through the summer.

Selkirk is also developing a virtual museum that will provide 
real-time, interactive experiences as people visit historical 
points of interest in the community. Innovative technology 
will bring heritage stories to life in ways that will both educate 
and entertain.

In addition, there are plans to establish a new municipal 
heritage museum that will be funded in part by the Selkirk 
Heritage Endowment Fund, which is supported by the  
City of Selkirk and community donors. 
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Arts, Culture and Community Events

Celebrating Many Cultures
Selkirk’s cultural scene reflects the multicultural character  
of the Interlake region, which was settled by the Ojibway 
people and immigrants from France, Iceland, Scotland,  
the Ukraine and many other parts of the world. 

The influence of these varied cultures is evident at our 
public celebrations, which often come alive with Métis 
jigging, the twirling of kilts and the dramatic squat-kicks  
of Ukrainian dancers.

The community’s Indigenous roots remain strong today.  
The Friendship Centre established here in 1968 is one of  
the oldest in the province and it continues to be an active, 
positive force in the community. The centre’s mandate is to 
promote fellowship among Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people, and to promote progress in educational, social, 
economic, athletic and cultural life.

A Short Drive Away

Annual Events in the Interlake 
FEB – Winnipeg Beach Wonderful Winter Weekend 
MAR – Gimli Ice Festival 
JUN – Manitoba Highland Gathering and Heavy Games  
JUN/SEP – The Wave Artists’ Studio Tour  
JUL – Winnipeg Folk Festival  
JUL – Gimli Film Festival  
AUG – Gimli Icelandic Festival

Heritage Attractions 
Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site  
St. Andrews on the Red  
St. Andrews Rectory National Historic Site  
St. Andrews Historic Lock and Dam
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Transportation 
Routes and Services
Our proximity to Winnipeg connects 
Selkirk to destinations around the world. 
It’s easy for people and freight to move 
to and from our city. Once here, you can 
count on public transit to take you  
where you need to go.

Closest Customs Ports of Entry

Type of Travel Place of Entry Distance from Selkirk

LAND Emerson 155 km/96 miles southwest on  
  Highway 9 to Highway 75 
  Open 24 hours

AIR Winnipeg 45 km/28 miles southwest  
 James Armstrong Richardson  on Highway 8 or 9 
 International Airport Open 24 hours

OCEAN  
Atlantic (Manitoba coast) Port of Churchill  1,700 km/1,060 miles north by rail

Pacific Vancouver  2,350 km/1,460 miles west  
Atlantic (East coast) Halifax  3,500 km/2,170 miles east
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Transportation Routes and Services

Getting Around in Selkirk
Public Transit

The Selkirk Transit Authority provides bus service along  
fixed routes, as well as charter services for events and outings 
outside the community. Service is available weekdays from  
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Assisted Transportation

Selkirk Transit Authority also operates Selkirk Mobility,  
which provides door-to-door assisted transportation  
services to eligible clients living in the city and in surrounding 
municipalities. Service is available weekdays from 7 a.m.  
to 5 p.m., with a reduced schedule on weekends.

Taxi Services

Selkirk is served by two taxi companies:  
First Rate Taxi and Will’s Taxi.

Inbound/Outbound Routes
Highway Access

Selkirk has excellent road connections to Winnipeg, the 
Trans-Canada Highway and communities in the Interlake region. 

Two highway routes provide easy access to the northwest 
perimeter of Winnipeg, the western Trans-Canada Highway 
route and the west side of the Red River and Lake Winnipeg:

• Provincial Highways 9 and 9A, which travel  
through Selkirk 

• Provincial Highway 8, which links to Selkirk by way  
of roads west of Selkirk

Highway 59 provides a fast, convenient link to the eastern 
side of Winnipeg, the Trans-Canada Highway and Red  
River/Lake Winnipeg. This highway connects to Selkirk  
by way of Highway 204/509.

Rail Access

Cargo shipments to and from Selkirk are supported by  
rail spur lines that provide access to main lines for both the 
Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Railways, as well  
as three rail links to the United States. 

Air Connections
Winnipeg International Airport (YWG)

Selkirk is less than an hour away from the province’s 
international airport in Winnipeg. The James Armstrong 
Richardson International Airport serves 11,000 passengers  
per day with flights to more than 60 non-stop destinations.  
It is the seventh busiest airport in Canada by passenger traffic, 
and the nation’s number one dedicated freighter airport.

The terminal was completely rebuilt in 2011 and has  
won international awards for customer experience  
and service quality.

Aircraft movements (2014): 123,778 
Number of passengers (2015): 3,778,035

St. Andrews Airport  

This public airport owned by the Rural Municipality of St. 
Andrews is 18 km/11 miles from Selkirk. It is a fully controlled, 
general aviation airport with three paved 3,000-foot runways 
and one parallel runway for training. In 2011 it was Canada’s 
16th busiest airport by aircraft movements. 

Aircraft movements: 104,055

Multi-Modal Cargo Services
From Winnipeg, 35 km/22 miles south of Selkirk, businesses 
have unparalleled access to major transportation assets  
for cargo movement, including three Class I railways, an 
international trucking hub, and a 24/7 cargo/ passenger 
airport with worldwide connections.

All of these transportation services converge at CentrePort 
Canada, the nation’s first and largest tri-modal inland port 
and Foreign Trade Zone. This 20,000-acre transportation  
hub provides direct access to national and international rail, 
truck and air cargo operations.
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Public Safety
Selkirk has every public service 
expected in a modern and progressive 
urban centre. We invest in community 
peace of mind by keeping these 
services safe and well-maintained.
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911 Service
The City of Selkirk subscribes to the Provincial Enhanced 911 
system for access to emergency services. When these three 
digits are dialed or texted, an emergency dispatcher directs 
the call to the appropriate Emergency Response Agency  
(fire, police or ambulance).  

Policing and Crime Prevention
Our city and the surrounding area are policed 24/7 by the 
Selkirk RCMP detachment located at 1019 Manitoba Avenue. 
The detachment has approximately 52 members with  
18 dedicated to Selkirk.

City of Selkirk by-law enforcement officers strive for 
compliance with municipal by-laws related to community 
harmony and security. 

Selkirk takes a proactive approach to crime prevention in 
partnership with several community-based organizations, 
including Citizens on Patrol, Selkirk Bear Clan, Citizens  
for a Safer Selkirk and the Selkirk Community Renewal 
Corporation. These organizations work with the city 
government and law enforcement through the Crime 
Prevention Advisory Board. 

Fire Protection and  
Emergency Preparedness
The City of Selkirk Fire Department provides services for  
fire suppression, medical emergencies, hazardous materials 
incidents, search and rescue, vehicle extrication and many 
other threats to public safety. A complement of more than  
30 volunteer fire fighters are on call 24 hours a day. 

To meet the needs of our growing community, the City  
is expanding the fire hall, enhancing the training and 
emergency operations centre and purchasing new fire 
protection vehicles and equipment.

The full-time emergency measures coordinator ensures the City 
is compliant with emergency legislation, conducts ongoing risk 
assessments and makes sure that up-to-date plans are in place 
to deal with potential emergencies and disasters.

Ambulance 
Ambulance services are provided through the Interlake 
Eastern Regional Health Authority on a 24/7 basis.

Public Safety
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To Learn  
More
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City of Selkirk Resources

The City of Selkirk government website  
provides the latest information about municipal services  
and community development.  
www.myselkirk.ca

The City of Selkirk Blue Book  
is your complete guide to community programs,  
activities and facilities.  
www.myselkirk.ca/community-services/blue-book 

Selkirk’s Investment Profile  
provides a statistical overview of competitive  
advantages, business opportunities and operating  
costs in our community.  
www.myselkirk.ca/doing-business/ 
the-selkirk-advantage/why-selkirk

The Selkirk Transit Authority website  
provides up-to-the-minute route information  
and tracks transit movement in real time.  
www.mysta.ca

Education

The Lord Selkirk School Division website  
outlines all programs available to students, parents  
and community members through the division. 
www.lssd.ca

Health Care

The regional health authority website  
provides information about all health care services  
in the Interlake-Eastern Region. 

www.ierha.ca

Community Organizations

The Red River North Tourism website  
shares news about attractions and happenings  
in the area surrounding Selkirk. 
www.redrivernorthtourism.com

Selkirk Community Renewal Corporation  
manages a community grants program in support  
of a five-year Neighbourhood Renewal Plan.  
www.selkirkcrc.ca

Selkirk & District Community Foundation  
manages permanent endowment funds that create  
grants for worthwhile community projects.  
www.sdcf.ca

Selkirk Friendship Centre  
encourages social fellowship between Aboriginal and 
Non-Aboriginal people, and provides a variety of programs 
aimed at securing equality of rights and opportunities  
for all people regardless of race.  
204.785.8124 

Selkirk Red River Métis Local  
provides information about local and national Métis issues.   

 or 204.785.9619

The Selkirk & District Chamber of Commerce  
represents the interests of the local commercial  
sector since 1901.  
www.selkirkbiz.ca

To Learn More
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City of Selkirk
200 Eaton Avenue 
Selkirk, Manitoba, Canada 
R1A 0W6

Phone: 204.785.4900 
Email: ecdev@cityofselkirk.com

www.myselkirk.ca


